
Frequently Asked 
Questions About AB1953

What is ECAST?
ECAST™ from Chicago Faucets is the line of durable, high quality brass faucets and fixtures that are designed and manufactured
with less than one quarter of one percent (0.25%) total lead content by weighted average. These products are intended for 
installation where state laws and local codes mandate lead content levels or in any location where lead content is a concern.

What is AB1953?
On September 30, 2006, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger signed California Assembly Bill 1953 (commonly referred to as
“AB1953”) into law. This new law defines “lead free” to mean not more than a weighted average of 0.25% lead content in pipe
and fittings. 

When does AB1953 go into effect?
January 1, 2010.

Who is effected?
All consumers and businesses distributing plumbing products in California.

What products are affected by AB1953?
All devices at the point-of-use that are intended to dispense water for human consumption. According to AB1953: 

“No person shall introduce into commerce, for use in California, any pipe, pipe or plumbing fitting, or fixture intended to convey or
dispense water for human consumption through drinking water or cooking that is not lead free. This includes kitchen faucets,
bathroom faucets, and any other end-use devices intended to convey or dispense water for human consumption through
drinking or cooking.”

Examples of the products this bill will cover include kitchen faucets, bar faucets, manual lavatory faucets, supply stops, 
bubblers, glass fillers and pot fillers.

What products are not affected by AB1953?
Any devices designed for purposes other than dispensing water for human consumption. Examples of faucets not impacted by
AB1953 include electronic, shower, laundry, service sink and laboratory fittings. 

Why is meeting this new standard important?
Products that do not meet the criteria as outlined by AB1953 by January 1, 2010, cannot be sold in the State of California. 

Does the AB1953 requirement or standard vary for residential and commercial applications?
The AB1953 lead content standard does not distinguish between residential and commercial uses. Any installation of a product
intended to dispense water for human consumption must meet the lead content standards of this new law. 

How do I know if a product is certified to meet this new standard?
Products must receive certification from an independent ANSI-approved, third-party testing organization. The manufacturer and
the third-party organization that tested the products to the AB1953 standard will be able to provide proper documentation.

All Chicago Faucets products that are impacted by this new law and sold into California after January 1, 2010, will meet the
AB1953 standard. The cartons for these products will be clearly marked to help identify certification to the AB1953 standard.

How is AB1953 different from the existing NSF61, Section 9?
AB1953 does not replace NSF61. AB1953 specifically addresses the lead content used in manufacturing the products, while
NSF61 is a performance standard that measures the amount of lead and other metals that may leach into the water at the 
point-of-use. Chicago Faucets will continue to meet the NSF61, Section 9 requirement on applicable products.
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